
WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

ASsurgical device having a longitudinal axis extending between a proximal end 
and a distal end, conmrising: 

tissue engaging\neans including first and second opposed jaws for grasping, securing, 
and occluding body tissueWid conduits; 

a shaft member operatwely coupled to the tissue engaging means, the shaft member 
capable of being placed in difierem^emvatures; and 

a handle assembly opfi^ratively^coupkd to the shaft member and to the tissue engaging 

means. 

2. The surgical device\pf clainK 1 furtlifer comprising a jaw actuating means for 
actuating the jaws of the tissue engag'kig meaiis bet^ra an open position and a closed position, 

^hnected^to ihi))k 



the actuating means being operatively 
assembly. 




3sue engaging means and to the handle 



3. The surgical device of claim 2 whe^iryth^shaJ^ member comprises a malleable 
tube with the jaw actuating means extending axially there Arou^ 

4. The surgical device of claim 2 wherein the shaft metaiber comprises a series of 
interconnected ball and socket segments with the jaw actuating means,extending axially there 



through. 



The surgical device of claim 2 wherein the shaft member comprises soft metal 



tubing with the jaw actuating means extending axially there through. \ 

6. The surgical device of claim 2 wherein the shaft member comprises wound metal 
tubing with the jaw actuating means extending axially there through. 
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7. vThe surgical device of claim 2 wherein the shaft member comprises a dual- 
chamieled plastic mbe having a first and a second channel, the jaw actuating means extending 
axially through the fir^ channel and a malleable rod extending axially through the second 
channel. 

8. The surgical cife^vice of claim 1 further comprising a compression return spring for 
biasing the tissue engaging n^ie^il^ to an open position. 

9. The surgical device d^^^l^n 1 wherein the tissue engaging means further includes 
a hinged end at which the ja^ys are hinged together. 

10. The surgical device of clairh 9 further comprising a jaw actuating means for 
actuating the jaws of the tissue eikaging me^s between an open position and a closed position, 
the actuating means operatively conA^cted to Uib^ti|sue'^ngaging means and to the handle 
assembly. 

1 1 . The surgical device of claim whereijp tlie jaw actuating means comprises a 
drive rod. 

12. The surgical device of claim 1 1 wherein a js^w actuating member is provided at 
the hinged end of the tissue engaging means for squeezing together the jaws of the tissue 
engaging means in response to actuation of the drive rod by theMa\dle assembly. 



cable. 




13. The surgical device of claim 1 0 wherein the jaw actuating means comprises a 



14. The surgical device of claim 13 wherein the hinged end of the tissue engaging 
means includes a hole there through, the hole interacting with a hook prqyided at one end of the 
cable. 
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15. TT^e surgical device of claim 14 wherein the shaft member is provided with a end 
member which, upoi^actuation of the cable by the handle assembly, interacts with the jaws of the 
tissue engaging means taring the jaws to the closed position. 

16. The surgical de^^ of claim 10 wherein the jaw actuating means comprises a wire 
member having a hook atWe em^^er^advety coupled to the jaws of the tissue engaging means. 

17. The surgicalNlevice of claim 1 8 wherein each jaw is provided with a diagonal slot 
at one end, the hook of the v^dr^membei^^ with the diagonal slots of the jaws to move 
the jaws between the open and clo$^ed positions, 

1 8. The surgical device of^aim 1 Tslurther provided with a clevis which houses a 
portion of the wire member and the slotted ends df th^t j^s. 

\ M\\ 

19. The surgical device of claim l^lwherein one!jaw of the tissue engaging means is 
provided with a slot at one end, the jaw actuating n^eai}\bein^peratively coupled with the slot 
via a pin. 

20. The surgical device of claim 1 1 wherein the ti^ue engaging means is further 
provided with a socket for coupling to the jaw actuating means. 

21 . The surgical device of claim 20 wherein one end of^e jaw actuating means is 
provided with a ball for coupling to the socket of the tissue engaging\means. 

22. The surgical device of claim 21 wherein another end of tjie jaw actuating means is 
provided wdth a ball for coupling to the handle assembly. 

23. The surgical device of claim 1 wherein the tissue engaging i^eans and the shaft 
member are disposable. 

24. The surgical device of claim 1 wherein the tissue engaging meaks is disposable 

25. The surgical device of claim 1 wherein the shaft member is dispos^able. 
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V A surgical device having a longitudinal axis extending between a proximal end 
and^a distal end, comprising: 

tissue engagmg means including first and second opposed jaws for grasping, securing, 
and occluding body tissue and conduits; 

a shaft member ope^i^tively coupled to the tissue engaging means, the shaft member 
capable of being placed an^-lo^ed in different curvatures; 

a handle assembly ijperatiyel^^ coupled to the shaft member and to the tissue engaging 
means; and 

a jaw actuating means for actuating the jaws of the tissue engaging means between an 
open and a closed position. 

27. The surgical device ofvclaim 26 wherein the jaw actuating means comprises a 



cable operatively connected to the tissuevcngaj 



ing n^ans, extending through the shaft member, 



and operatively connected to the handle assei^l ly^ 

28. The surgical device of claim 27 wherein the^s^^ft member comprises a series of 
interconnected ball and socket segments with the jaw actuatiJ^g cable extending axially there 
through. 

29. The surgical device of claim 28 fiirther com^^sing^a tightening knob for exerting 
axial compression on the segments, thereby allowing the shaft member to be locked in any shape 



V 



30. The surgical device of claim 27 wherein the shaft member comprises a flexible 



tube with the jaw actuating cable extending axially there through\ 

3 1 . The surgical device of claim 30 fiirther comprising ^ malleable applier instrument 
for grasping the jaws of the tissue engaging means for insertion together into an incision. 



gama 
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32. \ The surgical device of claim 3 1 wherein the malleable applier instrument is 
capable of being released and removed from the incision once the jaws of the tissue engaging 
means have been Vtuated to the closed position. 

A surtical device having a longitudinal axis extending between a proximal end 
and^ distal end, comprising: 

tissue engaging mWis including first and second opposed jaws for grasping, securing, 
and occluding bodv tissue and conduits; 

a shaft member operatiVely coupled to the tissue engaging means, the shaft member being 
constructed of mallealnle materialand^tfius capable of being placed in different curvatures; 

ivejy cout 



a handle assembly operativqjy 
means; and 

a jaw actuating means for actuafing 



[ed to the shaft member and to the tissue engaging 



the j^^^f the tissue engaging means between an 
open and a closed position, the ja^sactuatUig means^ extending axially through the shaft member 
and being provided with coupling means at each end which enable the jaw actuating means and 
the shaft member to be separated from the remainder of me device to be disposed. 

34. The s\irgical device of claim 33 wherein the tissue engaging means is provided 
with a socket for coupling to the jaw actuating means. 

35. The surgical device of claim 34 wheiiein the coupling means of the jaw actuating 
means comprises a first ball provided at one end of actuating means for coupling with the 
socket of the tissue engaging means. 

3^ 7>p Qiirgural device of claim 35 wh^in |he coupHiig means of the jaw actuating 
means fiirther comprises a second ball provided at anotj^eTend-efJhe^aw actuating means for 
coupling with the handle assembly. 




